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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Merciful God of the universe, we give 

You thanks for giving us another day. 
Send Your spirit upon the Members 

of this people’s House, enlighten their 
hearts, and give them the light and 
strength to know Your will and make 
it their own. 

Guide them by Your wisdom and sup-
port them with Your power. For You 
desire justice for all, and we ask You to 
enable them to uphold the rights of all. 

May they not be misled by ignorance 
nor corrupted by fear or favor but, 
rather, faithful to all that is true. As 
they work through this day and these 
weeks, may they temper justice with 
love, and may all their deliberations be 
pleasing to You. 

May all that is done within these hal-
lowed Halls be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. KUSTOFF) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING LAWRENCE LAURENZI 

(Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a great 
American and good friend of mine, 
Lawrence J. Laurenzi. 

After 36 years of service to the De-
partment of Justice and the Western 
District of Tennessee, Larry is retiring 
from his post as the first assistant 
United States attorney. Larry 
Laurenzi has served under 6 Presidents, 
11 Attorneys General, 9 United States 
attorneys; and on four separate occa-
sions, he has acted as the United 
States attorney during times of va-
cancy. 

During my time as the United States 
attorney, I saw firsthand Larry’s 
strong work ethic and his dedication to 
making west Tennessee a safer place 
and defending the United States of 
America. Without a doubt, Larry 
Laurenzi is a true public servant. 

While Larry soon will no longer be a 
Federal prosecutor, I know that he will 
never stop working to make his com-
munity a better place. I will always be 
grateful for the time that we worked 
together. I wish Larry; his wife, Pam; 
and their whole family the best as they 
begin their next exciting chapter of 
life. 

Congratulations, Larry. 
f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICES 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, prescrip-
tion drug prices are skyrocketing. 
Every day, constituents tell me about 
outrageous prices they are forced to 
pay for medications just to stay 
healthy. 

Janice from Albany, in my district, 
wrote me last year about a drug she 
takes to manage her mental illness. 
Her monthly cost went from $9 to $342. 

Irene from Hagaman has said her 
monthly prescriptions have jumped 
from $35 to $250. 

Regina from Rexford saw the month-
ly cost of her rheumatoid arthritis 
medicine jump from $2,800 to $3,700 in 
just one year. That is a bad deal. 

Every Member of this body has heard 
these stories. Despite these cries for 
help from our constituents, Congress 
has failed to act. President Trump 
made lowering prescription drug prices 
a centerpiece of his campaign. What 
has he done about it? 

America leads the world in devel-
oping new and innovative lifesaving 
cures, something we should be proud to 
continue; but many of our own citizens 
don’t have real access to those innova-
tive treatments. That is a bad deal. 
Drug pricing is complex, but in the 
richest Nation on Earth, no one should 
have to go bankrupt to obtain life-
saving medicine. We have to do better. 
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We need greater transparency, more 
aggressive negotiation, no more pay- 
for-delay on generic drugs, and more. 
Democrats have a better deal to offer 
the American people. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF PETER HUIZENGA 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in celebration and commemora-
tion of the life of Peter Huizenga from 
Oak Brook, Illinois, who passed away 
last Wednesday at the age of 79. 

A businessman, entrepreneur, and 
philanthropist, Peter Huizenga is best 
known for building Waste Manage-
ment, Inc., into the largest waste dis-
posal company in the world with his 
cousin Wayne. Upon immigrating to 
the United States in the 1800s, his 
Dutch ancestors saw a need for sanita-
tion services in their community west 
of Chicago. Their humble family gar-
bage collection business would become 
a Fortune 500 company under Peter’s 
management, employing 75,000 workers 
worldwide. However, Peter once said: 
My goal is not to make money but to 
make a better world. 

Following the sale of the company, 
Peter devoted his life to philanthropic 
work in the community through orga-
nizations such as Big Shoulders Fund; 
his alma mater, Timothy Christian 
School; and many more. His family was 
always his first priority, and he will be 
greatly missed by his wife, Heidi; his 4 
children; and his 10 grandchildren. All 
of Illinois will miss him. 

f 

HONORING MIGNON CLYBURN 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to honor and thank Federal Com-
munications Commissioner Mignon 
Clyburn for her 9 years of service at 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. During her tenure, she fought 
tirelessly for consumers. She has been 
a staunch defender of the public inter-
est and a critical voice in the fight for 
a free and open Internet. 

Over the last year, thousands of con-
stituents reached out to me expressing 
their concerns about rolling back net 
neutrality provisions. When Chairman 
Pai denied my request to appear at the 
Commission’s open meeting during 
which they would be voting to elimi-
nate net neutrality, Commissioner Cly-
burn offered to submit my written 
statement for the record so my con-
stituents’ voices would be heard. Addi-
tionally, she came to my district to 
hear firsthand from my constituents 
about net neutrality. 

I am also grateful for her work to 
protect the Lifeline program. Over 
56,000 households in my district rely on 
this crucial program. Connectivity is a 

gateway for economic opportunity. It 
is an equalizer. And Commissioner 
Clyburn’s leadership has been vital. 

Thank you, Commissioner Clyburn, 
for your incredible work and public 
service. 

f 

THE PENSION CRISIS 

(Mrs. DINGELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
discuss the pension crisis facing Amer-
ican workers and businesses across the 
country and the urgent need for Con-
gress to act. 

Men and women in my home State of 
Michigan and across the country 
worked a lifetime to retire with the 
dignity and security promised by their 
pensions. They earned their retirement 
with blood, sweat, tears, and many sac-
rifices along the way. They played by 
the rules, they put money into their 
pension, and now they are scared to 
death about how and what they will 
live on. They are worried about wheth-
er they will have a safe and secure re-
tirement. 

A few months ago, we created the 
Joint Select Committee on the Sol-
vency of Multiemployer Pension Plans 
with the goal of coming up with a bi-
partisan solution to the pension crisis 
by year’s end. This is an urgent task 
because, if we do not act this year, the 
major multiemployer plans will start 
going under, and it could drag the en-
tire economy down with it. Not only 
would we face staggering benefit cuts 
for retirees, but it will mean less 
money flowing in local economies and 
more people relying on the social safe-
ty net for support. It could be the per-
fect storm. 

f 

NUCLEAR WASTE POLICY 
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2017 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the bill, H.R. 
3053. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KUSTOFF of Tennessee). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman 
from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 879 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3053. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) to 
preside over the Committee of the 
Whole. 

b 0910 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 

House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3053) to 
amend the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 
1982, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
ROTHFUS in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 

SHIMKUS) and the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. TONKO) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chair, I am going to have a lot of 
people wanting to come to the floor, so 
I will abbreviate my opening remarks 
and just address a few questions that 
are going to be raised. 

First, I just want to highlight the 
fact that you are going to hear a lot 
about local, consensus-based decision-
making, and then you are also going to 
hear about closeness of proximity. This 
chart kind of highlights what we are 
talking about. 

The red is Federal Government land. 
The Federal Government land is larger 
than 31 countries on the Earth. You 
have three different sections. You have 
the national test and training range. 
You have the national security site. 
You have also some Fish and Wildlife/ 
Interior land, bigger than many of our 
States in our Union. So, to my col-
leagues, I want to make sure they have 
in perspective the size of the area that 
we are talking about: bigger than the 
State of Connecticut and areas that 
people are going to talk about. 

That is one question that will be ad-
dressed. Another question will be the 
fear of tourism, because Las Vegas gets 
42 million tourists a year, and they 
seem to be concerned that this might 
affect that industry. And then it 
dawned on me that the city of Chicago 
gets 55 million tourists a year—55 mil-
lion—and they have over 10,000 metric 
tons of spent nuclear fuel in 
Chicagoland. 

So I want to make sure that my 
friends in Nevada understand that that 
should not be a terrible concern when 
Chicago seems to be doing well with 
tourism on that issue. 

Also, there will be a debate about 
transportation. I just want to call at-
tention, Mr. Chairman, through you to 
my colleagues that we operate a nu-
clear Navy. That nuclear Navy has to 
have the power systems refueled. That 
means new nuclear fuel goes there. 
That means spent nuclear fuel goes off 
the nuclear Navy ships. That is on the 
ocean. That is either on the Atlantic 
Ocean or on the Pacific Ocean. This 
spent fuel goes to Idaho, which means 
that we transport, safely, spent nuclear 
fuel, and we have done it for decades. 

Those are the three main contentions 
you will hear with this bill. I am going 
to allow my colleagues to talk about 
all the great benefits of this bill. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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